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AUSTRIA TO DISAVOW SINKING PERSIA
France AccedesToAmerican Demands

Immediate Release Of Men
Taen From U. S. Ships

By Cruiser Ordered.

U. S. HADCLAIMED
SEIZURES ILLEGAL

Note To France Declared
American Ships Same As

American Soil.

D. C, Jan. 3.
WASHINGTON. was offi-

cially advised today that the
Fiench government, in response to rep-- :
esentations made by the United States,

has ordered the immediate release of
Germans recently removed from Ameri-
can ships on the high seas By the.French cruiser Descartes.

This action of France accedes to thedemands embodied in a note recently
.iddressed by the state department toFrance calling for the release of the

Germans on the ground thataliens were no more entitled to seiz-
ure from American ships than frdm
the American mainland.

Officers of the Descartes, in plac-
ing the Germans under arrest from
three American ships, .declared they

from the
o7-xr-

tSr thorS'tS ?o tal4
each action.

The .seizures were made last month
in the- - praters Outside San Juan, Porto
Rico.

Hen Held at Martinique
The dv4ces today were- - received j

through the- - French embassy. Thestate department also was informed f
xnat ine men arrested would be turnedover to the American consul at Fort
de France, Martiniaue. where thevwere taken for detention. I

RUSSIANS GIVE BATTLE J

ON SEVERAL WAR FRONTS ;

Petrograd. Russia. Jan. 3. That theRussians are giving battle on severalfronts is indicated by the Russian of--
ficial statement of Sunday night, say-- i

ins:
"Western (Russian frontf In the '

'&at22&x2lSrUuiu vscruian armorea motor carparticipated. In the district south of
Jacobs tad t and near the Poduannvfarm, there wjmt lively artillery andrifle firing. In'theree1on of th Pnnie- -
wesch railway, the Germans threw intoour trenches some hand grenades and
smoke bombs.

"North of Czartorysk the enemy
twics attacked our fortifications butmet with heavy losses and was thrownback on his own trenches. We capturedan officer and 70 men.

"On the Stripa front the enemy, un-
der our pressure, was obliged to fallback on new fortified positions. A

officers, 855 men. three machine guns
and .one bomb mortar.

CONSCRIPTION WILL NOT
BE EXTENDED TO IRELAND

London, Eng, Jan. 3. It Is now be-
lieved that the conscription bill to be
introduced In parliament bv the pre-
mier will not include, Ireland, inas-
much as it is feared that an attempt toconscript even Ireland's 'unmarried menmight lead to disorders.

Nevertheless, it is believed the Na-
tionalist party In Ireland will fightcompulsory service. he Ulster partyis expected to take the opposite side.
So far as England and Scotland areconcerned, no great opposition to thecompulsion plan is expected in parlia-
ment.

DIRECT COMMUNICATION' TO
CONSTANTINOPLE RESUMED

Amsterdam, Holland, Jan. 3. Through
the reopening of the railroad bridgeacross the Save river near Belgrade.
Servia. direct communication was re-
sumed between the central powers andConstantinople.

Archduke Frederick, commander In
chief of the Austrian army, assistedat the opening ceremony, and after-
wards visited Belgrade where the nor-
mal life o'f the city has been resumed,
most of the inhabitants having re
turned. The archduke later visited '
King Ferdinand of Bulgaria at Sem-endr- ia.

"

ALLIES ORDER 1500 3IILES
OF" PIPE SENT TO EGYPT

Baltimore, Md, Jan. 3. Fifteen hun-
dred miles of wrought Iron pipe are
being loaded here on the British steam-
ers Shadwell and Oceana. It Is under-
stood the pipe Is to be used or an
Immense water system for their camps
in the Egyptian dessert

The Shadwell and the Oceana are
expected to leave Baltimore on Tues-
day or Wednesday, bound for Alexan-
dria. Egypt. Outside the three mile
limit they will be met by a convoy of
allied warships, big enough, it was
stated, to put beyond possibility any
disaster to the cygo.

KING PETER OP SERVIA
TO ISIT GREEK ICING

Athens. Greece, Jan. 3. King Peter
of Servia will go to Athens to visit
3:1 nc Constantine after an inspection
"t the Servian troops at Saloniki, It Is
jrenerall believed.

A Prudent

25 TRAPPED
FOOD PRODUCTS GO TO WARTIME
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With Exception of Three Years, Prices of F.ood in This
Were in 37 Years During 1914;

Drug Prices Also Reach Eecord Prices for Many
Years; Farm Products Sell For High Prices.

wASHIXGTOX.
Food prices United
States during high

during
years exception

years 1881, when they
higher prices, when

they level,
when they high-

er. Bureau Labor statistics,
annual bulletin just issued

wholesale prices commodities, re-
viewing years from
discloses years
prices highest 1S64, when they

prices,
lowest when they

below.

during dozen years afterwardprices commodities
since I860, .when attempt
made keeping record whole-

sale prices. prices com-
modities reached highest point.
Lowest prices recordedyears 1898.

effect European
wholesale prices United States

fully disclosed report,
prices only first months

recorded. Comparison
prices those prevail-

ing country during Euro-
pean therefore possible.
Spanish-Americ- an apparently

'fcLn,, SSflS.??.
they been period immediate-- 1

preceding
Farm Product Htehmtin Tears.

products prices
Sher

years. prices their
highest point reached when
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ENEIBDiRD
Czar's Troops Gain Ga--

lician Front; Advance
West From Stnpa.

London, Eng.. latest dis-

patches southern extremity
Russian front indicate heavy

fighting continuing Rus-
sian army Ivanoff gaining
ground Galicia.

correspondent reports these op-
erations began offensive

Austrians.

evident Russian advance
extended considerable distance

beyond Stripa river.
Offensives Clash.

other dispatches asserted
great offensive actions clashed,

Russians having advanced
threat against Teutons their
Balkan operations, while Austrians

Germans necessity im-
proving positions against at-
tack expected from Ivanoff early

spring.
Whatever facts, there

doubt result these op-
erations have important effect

Balkan campaign, especially
future plans Rumania.

Teutons Attack SalonlbL.
reported increasing fre-

quency central powers
planning attack Salonlki.

experiencing
culties with. Bulgaria which, according

these reports, wish par-
ticipate campaign unless
promises something ex-
pulsion allies from Saloniki.

ARMENIANS ARE SUFFERING
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE

Denver. Colo.,- - 3.Thirty
Armenian refugees urumlahsuffering before.

aecoraing received
Frank Bailey from daughter,

Harry Packard, misslonary
Urumiah.

letter, written October,
there absolutely
refugees missionaries

trying secure com-
forter family, there being
hope securing
amount.

Packard's husband. Harry
Packard, ministering Armenian
women girls mis-
treated Turks. According
letter, girls years

violated.

FEAR AMERICAN KILLED
DURING VILLA'S RETREAT

Douglas. Fears ex-
pressed Charles Ausborn.
American, killed Villa troops
during Villa's recent retreat through
Sonora. Ausborn. partially
paralyzed, remained Mulatos
mine Sonora-Chlhuah-

after other foreigners Since
friends have heard nothing

I
Country Highest

est in 1896, when 56 per cent below.
Clothes and clothing were lower In

1914 than during the previous year and
were higher than at any time since
1884. when they were on the same
level, except in 1907. 1910 and 1913.
Their highest prices were in 1SS4 when
354 per cent more than 1914 and low-
est in 1S96 and 1897 when 25 per cent
lower.

Fuel and lighting prices were five
per cent lower in 1914 than in 1913
but were 32 per cent higher than the
lowest point reached in 1894, and 120
per cent below the highest point,
reached in 1SG5.

Metals and metal products were low-
er than they had been since 1905. be-
ing eight per cent below 1913 prices.
The highest point was reached in 1864
when 194 per cent higher than in 1914
and lowest in 1S9S when 27 per cent
below 1914 prices.

Lumber and building materials were
four per cent lower than in 1913, S3
per cent Deiow tneir nignest prices
reached in 1864 and 38 per cent above
their lowest point reached in 1897.

Drugs llichest In 30 Years.
Drugs and chemicals were six per

cent higher In 1913 and higher than
they had been in 30 years. They were
280 per cent below their highest point
made in 1S64 and 33 per cent higher
than their lowest prices in 1SS3.

House furnishing goods were higher
than they had been in JO years, being
25 per cent higher than their lowest
prices made in 1897 and 1B4 per cent
below the highest prices prevailing in

One I'er tent ueiow iuis.
Prices of all commodities

were one per cent below the-'prioe- s o? t
1913 and on tie same level as those
of 1912. They were lower by 137 per'
cent than the high prices of 1S64 and
higher by 33 per cent than the lowest
prices prevailing in the years of 896
and 1897.
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Gov. Ferguson Sees Pros- -
;L-- i w aii Trr.r. J

IJCiiujr .uoicau ix .m-- u. vt" I

Loans Are Stopped.

Austin, Texas. Jan. Sj Governor
Ferguson today expressed himself on
the business and financial outlook for
1916. and what may be expected. He
said:

"Though we have peace at home
our relations with the world are such
as to make our financial condition at
all times controlcd by conditions else-
where. The war in Europe may last
but sSishort time or it way last five

learned upon my recent trip
that the financiers of the world

appear to be of the unanimous opinion
mat me war wouia iasi ai leasi a
year longer. However they all say
that no more money will be loaned
by the financial Institutions of this
country to the warring nations of
Europe unless ample security is fur-
nished, for the loan.

Mnch Depends Upon Financiers.
"Much depends upon the attitude as-

sumed by the financial interests of
this nation in the next few years to
come. Boiled down to a short state-
ment. I would say that if the capital
confines its activity ana extends its
aid to the people of the United states
the hvlness and financial outlook for I

1916 'ind years to come oners much I

hope prosperity states

cenerals of finance shall lose sight o:
the needs of the great masses our
people and shall continue to extend
their loans to the warring nations
that only promises financial gain to
them and nothing good of the
public, I do not hesitate say that the
financial outlook would small
hope.

"Let us feel our way carefully; let
us have faith in each other; let us

each other; let us cultivate
each other, and with the information
thus attained and the inspiration thus
aroused L let us;hope that the flnandal
on the road to great achievements."

GEN. SCOTT SUGGESTS
PLAN FOR CENSORSHIP

Washington. D. C . Jan. 3. the an-
nual report of Maj. Gen. II. L

of staff, now made public, there
a yuggestion that an army officer

and a navy officer be assigned to con-
fer with heads of newspapers, maga-
zines and press associations regarding
censorship to be established in time
of war over all publications and means

communication. The report further
buggests:

"That such a measure, after approv-
al by the judge advocate general of

army, be either submitted to con-
gress at once or ready to submit
when conditions seem warrant fa-
vorable action, as the president may
deem proper. Regulations should In-
clude record of each cable, wireless
and station which re-
quire supervision by censor: lists of allnewspapers, periodicals and corre-
spondents, selection of army navy
officers, preferably retired, and of ex-
perienced newspaper men as personnel
of the censorate post."

m
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Explosion Precedes Fire On

- Board Steamer Aztec At
Brooklyn Drydock.

MANY MEN ARE
CUT OFFJN HOLD

The Ship Had Just Relumed
From France and Had Been

Placed In Drydoc.
YORK, Jan. 3. One man wasNEW ten were seriously Injured

and at least 18 others are miss
ing, following an explosion and
touay on me steamship Aztec at a
Brooklyn dry dock.

An hour after the explosion occurred,
it was reported that 5 men were in the
hold, cut off from rescue by flames.

The Aztec was a Norwegian oil tank-
er, under charter to the Inter-Ocean- ic

Transport company of this city. She
arrived from France on December 24
and was at once sent into dry docks.

Gas Tank Explodes.
The fire was caused by the explosion

of a 19,000 gallon tank of gas. The
firemen who were summoned were
driven back by the flames and could
do nothing to aid the men who were
blieved to be below decks.

Other Tanks' Jn Danger.
"There werethree other gas tanks on I

Doaro, eacn noiding zi.uao gallons. Tli
imminent-risi- r of the exninsinir nf theoo

the police to order every- -
n rtiiTtbe vicinity. ' f

The dockyards were besieged bv a.
frantic crowd of women relatives of the
lice had difficulty in handling: f

o Eaape for Trapped Men. I

Fire chiefs and marshals stated that i........mrkr than....... tv--n t,v.K m nA,. .... s..u .4wui. .;. wir iiic tstarted that they had been Unable to
learn the cause of the explosion or theexact number of crew and stevedores
aboard the vessel when it occurred.
Estimates by officers of the dock com-
pany and employes placed the number
of men still in the holds of the burn.Ing ship at between 18 and 25.

Members of the fire department said
none of these men could possibly es-- Icape, as the ship was then completely
covered by flames.

APPORTIONMENT OF $1 PER
CAPITA FOR SCHOOLS MADE

Austin, Texas. Jan. 3. An apportion
ment of ?1 per capita, based on 1.129.-15- 2

scholastics in the state, was today
announced by Prof. W. F. Doughty,
state superintendent of public instruc-
tion, the amount apportioned being

This makes $1.50 to date that has
been paid on the apportionment for theyear 1915-1- 6, as against ?1 paid to Jan-
uary 1, 1915, on the apportionment of
1914-1- 5.

The remainder of this year's appor-
tionment will be prorated from month
to month, as funds accumulate in th
state treasury for this purpose.

LSAYS CONGRESS WILL VOTE
54,000,000 TO FIGHT CANKER

Austin. Texas. Jan .3. Ed L. Ayers.
head of the nursery inspection division
of the state department of agriculture,
who returned today from a two weeks'stay at Washington, D. C, announced
that congress will without doubt mak
the oppropriation of 34,000,000 to be
usea oy tne suuiuern states in the elim- - l

ination of citrus canker. !

Mr... -- -Irpni. lmR- heen.. ...fif U'..htntAn., aMllU, .WU j
I

representing uie itias department in I

connection with this appropriation, and isun that it has been nrnctlrvill,, trrnaA

tnrougn mis appropriation.

The War At a Glance

is still uncertainty
THERE the number of lives

lost In tbe sinking o'f the liner
Persia, but it is feared the death
list may reach 200. Washington isreserving regarding thesinking of the ship.

Japanese Squadron to Suez-Sin-king

of the Japanese freighter
Kankoku Maru by a German sub-
marine was announced in Tokio
today. Japan has decided to send
a squadron to the Suez canal wa-
ters, presumably for the protec-
tion of Japanese vessels, a Tokio
newspaper announces.

Pacifists Go Tbroosh Germany I

Under strict regulations theHenry Ford peace party has been
given permission to pass through
Germany to The Hague.

No Americans are believed to
have been on 'the British steamer
Glengyle, sunk in the Mediterra-
nean on Sunday while homeward
bound from Shanghai.

British reports the success of
German mining operations on a
large scale on the western front.

France Releases Germans
Germans recently removed from

American ships on tjie'high seas
by the French cruiser Descartes
have been ordered released' by tho
French government.
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Quarv; of Pus is Eemoved From the Former Provisional
President of Mexico, Who Refuses to Take Anas-theti- c,

But Stoically Watches the Surgeons Cut
Into His Side Physical Condition Very Poor.

EX. VICTORIANO HUERTA, for- -
I --f mer provisional president of

Mexico, is near unto death at his
home on west Boulevard. The aged
general was operated upon Saturday j

afternoon and a quart of pus was j
taken from the gall bladder. A consul- - I

tation of physicians was held as it was J

said that the symptoms were those of j

cancer of the gall bladder. The general
was not in a good physical condition to
stand the operation, but. notwithstand- - '

ing this, he refused to take an anas- - '

thetic Stoically, the aged general '

watched the doctors make the incision
in his side and extract the pus. Shortly
after the operation he fell into a sleep
and apparently was greatly relieved,
but. because of his weakened condition. '

the doctors are much concerned for his
recovery.

A bulletin issued by Dr. M. P. Schus-
ter at --oon Monday said of the gener- - i

al's condition: "Pulse and temperature
normal. Condition still serious." J

To lie Operated On Asraln.
Gen. Huerta will be operated upon

again late this afternoon at his home
The operation will be a duplicate of ,

that performed Saturday afternoon,
when an incision was made in his nghT
side and a quantitv of liquid matter
taken from him. The right side will j
be opened this afternoon and th. I

draining operation will be repeated ire I
order to relieve the condition of the :

old general's gall bladder.
Keleaseu on own Ilrengnlxancc.

Gen. Huerta has been released on his
personal recognizance in the sum of
JooO awaitinir the action of the .grand
Jury-li- t .Sari Antonio on the charge,
brought against him of violating the,neutrality laws. Mayor Tom Lea.'
whose firm, Lea,McGrady and TJjom--

received advices Monday morning that
United States district attorney J. L.
Camp had made a motion before judge
T. S. AfaTfkT. At San Aflfnrtln far tlia...T - - -
"generals release on his personal re
cognizance, and the motion was
granted.

According to the conditions of the
bond on which the general was re-
leased, when arrested here on a charge
of "conspiring to violate the neutral-
ity laws of the United States," he-- was
to appear at San Antonio today, to an-
swer for trial, but. owing to his condi-
tion, assistant U. S. district attorney R.
E. Crawford joined the general's law-
yers In wiring to district attorney J.
L. Camp at San Antonio and asking that
the bond be not forfeited. It was also
arranged that the general need not ap-
pear at San Antonio until the actual
date of his trial. It is not necessary
for him to appear before the grand
jury, which will be charged today with
investigating his case. The bond will
continue in force to insure his appear-
ance at court on the date of the trial
and it is quite possible that no effort
will be made to set the trial for this

HE HAS A CANCER
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DEDIMON OF EL'EPHIT BUTTE

DAM TO BE HELD HERE NEXT FALL

"United States Government Orders Exercises to Take
in El Paso Simultaneously the Meeting

Here of International Farm Congress-Soi- l Prod
Exposition Irrigation Congress.

I
I. ' DRUMMOND, chairman of

A tlfe board of governors of the
' T International Farm congress,

is in receipt of a letter from the de-

partment of the interior at Washington
noflfjing him that the department will
instruct the United States reclamation
service 'to hold the of the for-
mal dedication yof the Elephant Butte
dam In El Paso at the time of tho
holding of the International Farm
congress and Soil Products exposition j

and International Irrigation congress
Inext tail. .. I

Mr. Drummona was also nouiiea mat
the department oi uie interior wm
make an effort to join with the de-

partment of In making a
creditable exhibit at the Soil Products
show.

Thn of agriculture has
been in the habit of making exhibits at
tho Soil Products expositions since ine
exposition was Inaugurated years ago.
The cost of the agricultural

exhibit at Denver last Septem-
ber was fully $30,000. and It is expect-
ed that the Denver exhibit will at least
be duplicated, if not excelled, by the
exhibit to be made In El Paso by tbe
government next falL

Mr. Drummond has received replies
from the of nearly all the
states of the union west of the Mis-
sissippi, endorsing the International
Farm congress and agreeing that not
only should their respective states be
represented by exhibits in the Soil
Products exposition, but saying that
they would make earnest endeavors to
secure the necessary appropriation.

Unfortunately tho legislatures of a
number of western states will not meet

&ja&i'4ir

term of court, wen if the general
should survive his present ordeaL The
guards who have been watching Gen.
Huerta for several months past, were
removed Saturday afternoon, following
his operation, on the request of his at-
torneys.

Mr. Crawford left Sunday night for
San Antonio, to be present at the term
of court opening there today, in con-
nection with the Huerta case and oth-
ers in which he is interested.

-
,

,

this year unless called in special ses-
sion. That may nave a tendency toprevent the securing of the necessary
funds to cover the cost of exhibits at
El Paso.

BASEBALL COMMISSION IS
DISCUSSIG FED FLAYERS

O., Jan. J. With several
matters before it pertaining to the
peace treaty recently Ttgiimf hers. Rie
Vntlnnnt Rttwthsll MUnmlBflliMi h,n tta
annual session shortly after noon to
day.

it became known today Ukat the ques-
tion as to whether-- former Federal
league players would be subject to the
waiver rule had been incorporated in
the p,, treaty, but that in making
numerous corrections, it had been
omitted fro mthe agreement.
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If Austrian Submarine Is To
Blame, Satisfaction Will

Be Given America.

U.S. IS AROUSED
BY THE TRAGEDY

i President Hastens To Wash-

ington To Tae Charge
During New Crisis.

XC TASraNGTON. Tt, C, Jan. S.

y Baron Zweldinek. charge of
tho Austrian embassy here,

called at the state department todav
and declared that if it were found that
the sinking- - of the British liner Persia
was caused by an Austrian submarine.
satisfaction and prompt reparation

1 would be given the United States foi
the death of any Americans. It is be-
lieved here that tbe Austrian govern-
ment may disavow the act, coming; on
the heIs. o"tl(eAneona trasedy. Tb
Austrian cflarge- - asked that 'Judgment
be s4is0nded until the facts In

tbe sinking of the Persui
j re definitely ascertained.

Wilson Returns to "Washington.
Unofficial dispatches from Cairo

Egypt, by way of London, Snndaj
stated that the British steamship Pei
sia. sunk in tbe Mediterranean on
Thursday, was torpedoed without warn-
ing and sank in five minutes.

One hundred and fifty-eig- ht surviv-
ors had been landed at Alexandria.
Egypt

Believe U. S. Consul Dronneil.
F.obt. X. McXeely. American consul at

Aden. Arabia, is believed to have been
drowned. Reuter's Cairo correspondent
makes the unreserved statement that
Mr. McXeely lost his life. Charles H.
Grant, of Boston, was saved.

Details of the sinking of the Fersu
came in slowly but such Information as
was received made It appear that the
number of persons who escaped in the
four boats which were put off was
larger than was hoped when the first
news was received Saturday. A Lloyds
dispatch gives the number of survivors
as K3. made up of 59 passengers, of
whom 17 are women, and 94 members
of the crew, including 59 lascars. The
sunmors include 1 military officers
and eight persons who are not British
subjects

The ship was struck amidship on.
the port side at 1:1 jc nW says Ren-
ter's correspondent at Cairo. "She had
disappeared completely by 1:15

Report Captain Drowned.
"Survivors sav it was little short of

j a miracle that anyone was saved. There
was oupHiitv. rvur DOiti3Vfcieiauuui
with tbe utmost promptitudes

"The captain was drowned. When last
seen be was swimming after the liner
had plunged beneath tbe surface."

Persia Mounted One Gnu.
The state department instructed am-

bassador Penfield at Vienna to make
inquiries for information to determine
the nationality of the submarine and
develop the facts hi the case.

Tbe fact that the Persia "mounted
one gnn was disclosed in a dispatch
from American consul Garrels at Alex
andria. What effect that will have On
the situation, however, cannot be defi-
nitely determined until it is known
whether the gun was mounted for of-
fence or defence.

Wilton May Summon Leaders-Chairma- n
Stone, of the senate for-

eign relations committee, conferred
with secretary of state Lansing at thesecretary's invitation, but was non-
committal about the visit. Senator
Stone admitted that the submarine cri-
sis had been discussed and that he
expected to confer with president Wil-
son on the tatter's return tomorrow
He said he did not know whether the
crisis would be considered by the for-
eign relations committee "just yet"

There seemed to be a growing im-
pression in official quarters that to-
morrow the president may call tbecongressional leaders toy; her and ac

(Continued on pace I. CoL 7.)

Herald Best Business Getter
Editor M Paso Jleralcl:

We cannot restrain ourselves rrom cofupliraentiiig you upon tbe alue
of your want "ads.

We recently had occasion to use a half inch ad for three times, asking
for high-clas- s representative. Judging from the phenomenal results ob-
tained, we believe you have an unusually hinge circulation, not only in El
Taso. but throughout New Mexico, Arizona and Texas.

We are using some 20 newspapers, in different sections of the country,
and the results from your paper exceed those from anv other paper by 100
percent.

(
We will use jour paper exclusively in the future, as vre waul results,

and have set The Herald want ads above all others.
Trans-Peco- s Oil Company.

By F. R. Rogers, Sales Manager.

Government Limits Its Policies To Its Power To Enforce Them


